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The COVID-19 Federal Public Health Emergency (PHE) declaration will expire on May 11, 2023.  The 

Families First Coronavirus Response Act, 2020 (FFCRA) and the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 

2021 authorized FNS to approve adjustments of program procedures while the PHE is declared and a 

State issues an emergency declaration based on COVID-19.  Adjustments include temporary 

changes to eligibility criteria for able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWDs) and students.  

These adjustments will end the month following the month the PHE declaration is lifted.    

The FFCRA required States to suspend the time limit and assigning countable months for ABAWDs.  

This adjustment expires on June 30, 2023, and ABAWD months will start counting effective July 1, 

2023.    

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 created two temporary exemptions for students enrolled 

at least half-time in an institution of higher learning (see below exemptions).  These exemptions will 

remain in effect for an additional 30 days from the PHE expiration date.  Initial applications filed on or 

before June 9, 2023, may continue to use the two temporary exemptions, but any initial application 

filed on or after June 10, 2023, will have to meet student participation criteria per KEESM 2531.  Any 

current temporary exemptions applied will remain in effect until the next recertification beginning no 

earlier than 30 days after the PHE is lifted.  Recertification applications submitted on or before June 

30, 2023, must be processed using the temporary exemptions.  Recertification applications submitted 

on or after July 1, 2023, must be processed using student participation criteria per KEESM 2531.  

• Temporary Student Exemptions 

o Are eligible to participate in a State or Federally financed work study program during the 

regular school year, as determined by the institution of higher education. 

o Have an expected family contribution (EFC) of 0 in the current academic year.  
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Mass Notification: 

All Food Assistance households with an ABAWD will receive the below “Important Information about 

your Food Assistance Benefits” notification via mail correspondence.  These notices are scheduled to 

start issuing to households beginning May 8, 2023 (NOTE: notice will not show in distributed 

documents immediately). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mass Notification Continued: 

All Food Assistance households with a student will receive the below “Important Information about 

your Food Assistance Benefits” notification via mail correspondence.  These notices are scheduled to 

start issuing to households beginning May 8, 2023 (NOTE: notice will not show in distributed 

documents immediately). 

 

 

 


